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General Care and Cleaning – Indoor

The following information about the fabric care has been compiled by the Decorative Fabrics Association of America.

FABRICS MUST BE PROTECTED FROM THE SUN.
Draperies should be lined, and also interlines, when fragile fabrics are used. Shades should be drawn during the day, and 
awnings should be used whenever possible. Window glass magnifies the destructive elements in the rays of the sun. The winter 
sun and reflection from the snow are even more harmful than the summer sun. Trees and shrubbery helps protect windows.

Colors can fade by oxidation, “gas fading,” if fabrics are kept in storage for too long a period without airing. Some colors are 
more fragile than others. Impurities in air may cause as much fading as the direct rays of the sun.

USE A REPUTABLE DRY CLEANER WHO SPECIALIZES IN HOME FURNISHINGS.
Dust has impurities which affects fabrics. Vacuum fabrics frequently. Dry cleaning should be done at regular intervals before 
excessive soil has accumulated. Very few fabrics are washable. Each Interior Designer should recommend a dry cleaner to their 
clients. Clients should not try to remove spots themselves. See “Cleaning Codes.”

BE TOLERANT OF NORMAL FLUCTUATIONS IN LENGTHS OF DRAPERIES.
Few fabrics are completely stable. Fabrics breathe and absorb moisture, resulting in stretching and shrinking. It is reasonable to 
expect as much as a 3% change in any drapery length. In a 3 yard length (108 inches) this would amount to3 inches up or down 
under various conditions. Fabrics placed over or near heating and cooling vents or humidity may react to a much greater degree.

FABRICS WEAR OUT – THEY ARE NOT INDESTRUCTIBLE.
Wear will vary with the amount of use. Some weaves are stronger than others. A favorite chair will not last as long as a seldom 
used show piece.

APPLIED FINISHES.
Finishes help fabrics resist spotting, but they are not necessarily the end-all to every problem. Light colors are likely to benefit 
most. Dining room chairs will soil no matter what is used. A finish does not eliminate the necessity of properly caring for fabrics. 
Spots should still be given immediate attention by a professional dry cleaner.

SYNTHETIC FIBERS (Man Made).
Synthetic yarns have made impressive strides in advancing the technology of weaving, but they cannot perform miracles. 
Performance will vary with the construction of the fabric and its applications.

MULTIPLE-WIDTH DRAPERIES, WALLCOVERINGS AND BEDSPREADS.
Because fabrics, unlike paper, are not a completely stable “substance,” it cannot be taken for granted that, whether printed 
or woven, the pattern will invariably be completely “square” upon the cloth. Although, in printing, every effort is made to 
avoid distortion, occasionally it will exist. Therefore, when planning multiple width fabrications, please make certain, BEFORE 
CUTTING, that the pattern alignment is adequate to produce a satisfactory result. This also applies to woven fabrics.

IN THE FINAL ANALYSIS AS IT IS IN EVERY INDUSTRY, THE INTEGRITY AND EXPERIENCE OF YOUR SUPPLIER IS YOUR 
BEST ASSURANCE AS TO THE INTRINSIC VALUE OF A FABRIC, BUT IT MUST BE COMBINED WITH KNOWLEDGE AND 
UNDERSTANDING ON THE PART OF THE PROFESSIONAL CLIENT.
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Cleaning Codes
Reprinted from the National Association of Furniture Manufacturers (NAFM).

W Clean this fabric with the foam only of a water-based cleaning agent to remove all overall soil. Many 
household cleaning solvents are harmful to the color and life of a fabric. Cleaning by a professional furniture 
cleaning service ONLY is recommended. To prevent overall soil, frequent vacuuming or light brushing to 
remove dust and grime is recommended.

S Clean this product with pure solvents (petroleum distillate-based products, i.e. Energine, Carbona, 
Renuzit), or similar products. Use in a well-ventilated room. Cleaning by a professional cleaning service 
ONLY is recommended. CAUTION: Use of water-based or detergent-based solvent cleaners may cause 
excessive shrinking. Water stains may become permanent and unable to be removed with solvent cleaning 
agents. Avoid products containing Carbon Tetrachloride as it is highly toxic. To prevent overall soil, frequent 
vacuuming or light brushing to remove dust and grime is recommended.

SW or WS Clean this fabric with the foam only of a water-based cleaning agent or with a pure solvent in a well-venti-
lated room (petroleum distillate-based products, i.e., Energine, Carbona, Renuzit), or similar products may 
be used. Cleaning by a professional furniture cleaning service ONLY is recommended. To prevent overall 
soil, frequent vacuuming or light brushing to remove dust and grime is recommended.

X Clean this fabric only by vacuuming or light brushing to prevent accumulation of dust or grime.  
Water-based foam or solvent-based cleaning agents of any kind may cause excessive shrinking or fading.

WA Spot wash with a solution of mild liquid soap & water, air dry

WF Washable – Wash on gentle cycle, no heat, no bleach

AR Click here for  Alta Residential Cleaning Instructions

CH Click here for  Crypton® Home Cleaning Instructions

SE Click here for  Easy Clean Cleaning Instructions

WB Click here for Bella Dura™ Home Cleaning Instructions

WD Click here for  Indoor-Outdoor Drapery Cleaning Instructions

WG Click here for Sunbrella Cleaning Instructions

WL Click here for  Washable Linen Cleaning Instructions

WN Click here for Easy Clean Faux Leather Cleaning Instructions

WO Click here for Outdura Cleaning Instructions

WP Click here for Indoor-Outdoor Cleaning Instructions

WV Click here for Vinyl & Faux Leather Cleaning Instructions

WW Click here for Weatherscape Cleaning Instructions

WZ Click here for  Sunbelievable Cleaning Instructions

http://trade.pindler.com/cp/Cleaning/AR.pdf
https://www.pindler.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Crypton-Home-Cleaning-and-Care.pdf
https://www.pindler.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/General-Care-and-Cleaning-Easy-Clean-Performance.pdf
https://www.pindler.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/2025-Bella-Dura-Care-and-Cleaning.pdf
http://trade.pindler.com/cp/Cleaning/WD.pdf
https://www.pindler.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/sunbrella-upholstery-care-cleaning-en-us.pdf
http://trade.pindler.com/cp/Cleaning/WL.pdf
https://www.pindler.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Nuleather.pdf
https://www.pindler.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Outdura-Clean-Care-Warranty.pdf
https://www.pindler.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Indoor-Outdoor-General-Care.pdf
https://www.pindler.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Pindler-General-Vinyl_Faux-Leather.pdf
https://www.pindler.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Weatherscape-General-Care.pdf
http://trade.pindler.com/cp/Cleaning/WZ.pdf

