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5 Minutes With:
Max Humphrey

We'll cut to the chase: Designer Max Humphrey is fascinating. For starters, his first job
title was rock star. But life on the road gave him a solid appreciation for the meaning
of home, and he eventually channeled his creativity towards interior design. That said,
his career has been quite melodic. He has a thriving firm in Portland, Oregon, where
clients seek him out for modern Americana design. He's leant his signature style to
avariety of successful brand partnerships: a wallpaper line with Chasing Paper;
window treatments with Hartmann & Forbes; and, new for 2023, a fabric collection
with Sunbrella . Lastyear, Max heard the road calling to him again and he embarked
on a cross-country journey to write his second book, Lodge: An Indoorsy Tour of
America’s National Parks . The tome shines a light on 10 rustic National Park lodges in
all their airy, timeworn splendor—and includes a dose of Max's humor on every page.

My light-bulb moment:

Before | was a designer, | was a musician in
a touring band. After putting 50,000.miles
onourvan, | realized I'd rather be home
than on the road. | rented a little basement
apartment in the Larchmont Village of L.A.
and spent my time vintage shopping and
DIY-ing to make it my own. That's when it
hit me that this could be a career. So, | dove
headfirst into teaching myself the history of
interior design.

The item that makes my life easier:

| recently got a pickup truck, which has
made my life as a vintage shopper way
easier. Now, if | see a junky chair or chippy
painted cabinet on the side of the road or at
arandom estate sale, | can just throwitin
the back of the truck.

Success is:
I've had my own business for six years and
worked out of my kitchen the whole time.
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This year, | was finally able to move out of
my house and into a proper office in a1920s
industrial building in downtown Portland,
which has become a lab for displaying my
product collaborations and a place where |
can host clients and colleagues.

What I love most about my job:

Interior design is all about relationships. |
love the journey of shopping and getting

to know vendors and shopkeepers and
makers. It's never about the object itself but
more about the trip you took to get there.

You’ll never see me without:
Abaseball cap—or a Stetson ‘Open Road” if
I'm feeling fancy.

Every room needs:

Something upholstered in one of my new
Sunbrella fabrics (available to the trade
through Pindler).

A recent discovery I think everyone
should know about:

Peel & stick wallpaper and flooring! | wish
this stuff was around when | had my first
rental apartment. Maybe | would have got-
ten my security deposit back. | have a col-
laboration with Chasing Paper, and it's been
fun seeing how people use the patterns in
their own homes.

Why I chose to explore the National
Parks:

I love the great outdoors and to travel,

but | wanted to showcase America's best
idea—National Parks—from the indoors.
So, | wrote a book about the National Park
lodges from a designer's perspective.

Above all else:

Buy that vintage paint-by-numbers artwork
at the junk shop. They're gonna be cool
again one day, | swear.

Why I think design is important:

For me, design is nostalgia and a lot of
spaces and products | design now are
based on memories | had growing up in
a small town in New England. Seeing the
spaces come to life now brings me closer
to home.
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