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De Giulio devised a main-level floor plan that would allow for
easy movement around a bar and into cozy seating centered on a
stone fireplace, “The way in which the curve of the bar moves into

giving gu seated there posteard views of the lake while enjoying
a cold Wisconsin brew.

Ceilings are vaulted for a sense of spaciousness and defined
with heavy salvaged timbers, “We wanted a light and airy
to let in a lot of natural light from the lake side,” notes De Giulio.
The boards between the beams wer

sel, and

aled and given a crackle fin-

a “soft, milk-parlor look

denbaur, former

project manager for Benson Builders, which built the home.
space’s center

slice of wood from a Balinese lyche

e is a massive dining table, a 50-year-old
:, which De Giulio mounted

on a wood-and-bronze trestle base, “We wanted to break away
from a North Woods look, so here we're using a piece of Asi
wood,” he explains. A ceiling panel painted with a -inspired
motif is suspended above, grounding the table and adding a sense
. he adds.
The dining area opens to the kitchen, which is light and casual

sith butternut wood addle-style

stools with cowhide seats mosey up to a zinc countertop,

of intimsa
ets stained a cream color.
When De Giulio spotted red glass tiles at the Chicago Merchan-

dise Mart, he immediately
“Red is Sue's favorite oo

ca McGraw went on the
hunt for furnishings and fabrics, mindful of Sue’s vision. “Sue told

Manitowish interior designer Ver
me two things when she asked me to do the job,” McGraw says.
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Living roem RUSHC trusses
made with salvaged
lumber and a whitewashed
tongue-and-groove ceiling
relax the living room.
Praceding pages French
doors with sidelights
and transoms at one

end of the living roam
open toa terrace and
the outdoor fireplace
area beyond, Ainsworth
and Lauran Fish climb

on a swing In thelr vard




Dining room The lemaon yellow
wall covering from Phillip
Jefiries and a vellow area rug
fram The Rug Company tum
up the energy In the formal
dining room, which opens to
a front terrace. The oil-rubbed
bronze chandelier is from Rose
Tarlow, and the draperies are
a Rogers & Goffigon linen

A custom-designed built-in
brealcfrant displays Erin Fish's
collection of blue-and-yellow
|talian dishware
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Marin County landmark and mountain-biking mecca. The 1890s
house, however, was showing its age. Rooms had been added over
the years, making for an awkward layout, “It just didn’t flow the
way a family home needs to today,” says Erin, “You could tell it had
been this grande dame in its time, but it was tired,”

Enter Wendy Posard, a Marin County architectural and interior
designer, who combines a love of history and classical architecture
with an understanding of the needs of today’s families. “Our first
on-site meeting was to discuss how we could preserve the histori-
cal elements of the original home while really opening up the plan
for informal gracious living,” Posard says.

The structure was taken down to its foundation, and within the
year, a new 6,000-square-foot Georgian Colonial replaced it. But
the new home took more than design inspiration from the original,
Much of the old-growth redwood used for framing the old house
was re-milled and used in building the new structure. The contrac-
tor painstakingly removed and reassembled each piece of trim
from the original front entry, which is now the home’s back door.

Staying within the footprint and honoring the colonial archi-
tecture of the old Kent residence, Posard designed a two-story
wood-frame home with wings extending on either side, Interiors
are trimmed with elegant crown molding, coffered ceilings, and
tongue-and-groove plank walls and ceilings. “The new house
speaks to a lot of the details of the original,” notes Posard.
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Foyer DoOOrs at opposite ends of the entrance hall provice views

through the house and bring in natural light
Living room
were found in the W
Front entry [he hi
original structure’
open to a small balcony above the

xd in brght fabrics
1 CHSLrICt

an-shyle ottoma
sl Hollywood d
seorgian Revival shyle is ;
n. Fr

ich doors in H aster bedroom

entry porch
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hy would anyone willingly give up a California
hilltop house with views of San Francisco Bay
to live in an area called “the flats™?

The three reasons for Eric and Erin Fish were
Lauren, 13; Julia, 12; and Ainsworth, 8. “We wanted a
house where the kids could walk and bike to school or have a pickup
game of football in the front yard,” Erin says. “We wanted them to
grow up having the sort of independence we enjoyed as kids.”

Children living in Marin County’s hillside homes are generally
dependent on their parents to transport them, and it's difficult for
them to have casual neighborhood get-togethers, Erin explains.
“After our third baby was born, we decided we wanted to be in the
flats,” an area in Kentfield named for its level terrain,

The couple's search led to an old Georgian Revival house that
was once part of an estate built by William Kent, an early conserva-
tionist for whom the town of Kentfield is named. In the early 1900s,
the California congressman and civic leader donated hundreds of
acres of redwood forests in Marin County to the United States gov-
ernment, establishing Muir Woods National Monument (named
for Kent’s friend and famous naturalist John Muir).

“We found this house nestled in a grove of redwoods and onk
trees, and it had this magical feeling,” says Erin. The house sits on
about 144 acres of level land at the base of Mount Tamalpais, a







